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25x'25 Alliance Responds to 'Draconian' Cuts 
to Farm Energy Programs 

Statement from Bart Ruth, chairman, 25x’25 Policy Committee, former president 
American Soybean Association: 

The 25x'25 Alliance recognizes that all sectors must make sacrifices to achieve true 
reductions in spending and the national deficit. However, draconian cuts to a number of 
USDA renewable energy programs included in a larger farm and food spending bill 
adopted by the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture this week run totally 
contrary to national priorities and will short circuit ongoing efforts to break our 
dependence on foreign oil, sustain the nation’s economic recovery and address critical 
environmental degradation challenges. Furthermore, the money being eliminated in this 
bill is for the development of new and burgeoning technologies that will ultimately pay 
their own way. Failing to maintain federal support for these programs will sacrifice the 
development of industries that will generate revenues, jobs and tax dollars that can help 
sustain a balanced federal budget. 

The full House Appropriations Committee is expected to mark up the agriculture 
spending plan for fiscal 2012 on May 31st. The Senate Appropriations Committee is 
currently soliciting spending marks from members in that chamber and is expected to 
take up a fiscal 2012 spending bill starting next month. 

As debate continues on the 2012 spending plan, lawmakers must understand that these 
programs targeted by House appropriators create jobs, grow the economy and reduce 
our military defense of oil supply lines. These cuts would eliminate initiatives that will 
produce next generation, home-grown, domestically produced transportation biofuels. 
Spending cuts must be fair, proportional, and in alignment with national priorities. 
Unfortunately the House spending blueprint abandons support for clean energy 
solutions from our nation’s farms, ranches and forests and steers a course back to the 
failed energy policies of the past. 
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