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Intro 
 
Thank you everyone and thank you, Bart, for 
the introduction. 
 
It’s my pleasure to be here with you today. 
 
I’m pinch-hitting for EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson, who is on her fifth trip down to the 
Gulf to meet with communities affected by 
the spill and to oversee EPA response 
activities. 
 
Clean Energy Future 
 
So while it’s important for the Administrator 
to be down in the gulf, it’s also important 
that this meeting is taking place, too, to 
support the transition to a clean energy 
future. 
 
I want you to know that EPA understands the 
importance of making the policy and 



regulatory connections needed to promote a 
fast and smooth transition to a clean energy 
economy. 
 
One of those key connections is between 
EPA and USDA. 
 
Secretary Vilsack spoke to you yesterday. 
 
I want to echo what he said about jobs, 
energy security, and the importance of rural 
America to the clean energy economy of the 
future. 
 
USDA’s help is invaluable to EPA as we work 
on renewable fuels standards to help this 
country reach 36 billion gallons of renewable 
fuels by 2022. 
 
Our work on RFS would not go as smoothly 
or as successfully if it were not for USDA’s 
support and expertise – or the commitment 
of the American farmer and rural America. 
 
Regulatory and Policy Highlights 
 
I want to provide you with a good sense of 
EPA’s path forward to advance national 



energy and climate policy by talking about 
some important steps along the path. 
 
I also want to assure all of you that we are 
extremely mindful of any potential impacts 
our policies may have on agriculture. 
 
RFS2 
 
And since it’s July first – the official start 
date of the expanded Renewable Fuel 
Standard – I’ll begin with a few words on 
RFS2.  
 
The RFS2 Program is the most significant 
regulation to date requiring renewable 
energy. 
 

 This program has and will continue to 
significantly increase the volume of 
biofuels in our transportation fuel supply – 
the goal is 36 billion gallons by 2022. 

 
 In establishing this law, Congress has 
outlined several criteria that dictate which 
fuels qualify for this program – one being 
that a biofuel must emit less greenhouse 



gas pollution over its entire lifecycle than 
the gasoline or diesel that it replaces.   

 
 In fact, the law establishes specific 
greenhouse gas reduction thresholds that 
must be achieved by renewable fuels in 
order to qualify for the program.  

 
 It is an ambitious program, and we expect 
it to result in significant benefits, 
especially as advanced and cellulosic fuels 
begin to penetrate the market.  

 
 It will decrease oil imports by over $40 
billion, and result in energy security 
benefits of nearly $3 billion. 

 
 In 2022, it will reduce our carbon emissions 
by 138 million metric tons - equivalent to 
removing about 27 million cars from the 
road. 

 
 It will also expand the market for 
agricultural products and other biomass, 
and open new markets for advanced 
biofuels. This will help increase net farm 
income by $13 billion dollars in 2022. 

 



 This policy will also drive research, 
investment and innovation in the 
development of the second generation of 
biofuels 

 
 By 2022, 15 billion gallons of ethanol can 
come from corn starch. However the 
majority of the increase in the mandate, 16 
billion gallons is required to come from 
cellulosic-based materials.  

 
 It will be necessary to develop and 
commercialize these cellulosic biofuels in 
order to fulfill the promise of this program. 

 
 Right now we are tracking over 100 
facilities that are working on cellulosic 
biofuels, and we are optimistic about what 
we’re seeing. 

 
They’re making great progress 

working on fuels from algae, pulp wood, 
switch grass and more. 
 
E-15 
 
Another important policy topic on the 
horizon is higher ethanol blends.   



 
EPA is currently reviewing a petition from 
Growth Energy on this. 
 
We are working closely with the Department 
of Energy, as DOE does extensive testing to 
determine the effects that these higher 
blends might have on engines. 
 
Once we have that information we plan to 
start making some decisions. 
 
Light Duty Vehicle Rule 
 
Next I want to talk about the path forward on 
vehicles --   
 

 Light-duty vehicles rule was finalized on 
April 1, 2010 

 Major step forward 

 Highly significant, first GHG control 
regulation 

 Applies to MY 2012-2016 cars, SUVs, 
minivans, pickups 

 Increases fuel economy by 
approximately five percent every year 



 Reduces greenhouse gas emissions by 
nearly 950 million metric tons 

 Conserves 1.8 billion barrels of oil  

 Compliance costs for industry of less 
than $60 billion  

 Total benefits of $250 billion and net 
benefits of $190  

 Estimated to save a Model year 2016 car-
buyer $3000 over the vehicle’s life. 

 
By 2020, EPA estimates, U.S. oil imports will 

decline by roughly 800,000 barrels per day, 
resulting in $2.3 billion in energy security 
benefits to the U.S. economy. 

 
But this is just a start --  

 
President’s Memorandum – May 21 
 
May 21 President Obama’s directed EPA and 
DOT to reduce GHG emissions and improve 
fuel efficiency from cars and trucks.  

 Presidential Memo – “Furthering 
Energy Security, American 
Competitiveness, and Environmental 
Protection through a Transformation of 
our Nation’s Fleet of Cars and Trucks.”  



 Called for: 
   

1. Heavy and medium duty trucks – 
Establish fuel efficiency and 
greenhouse gas emissions standards 
for commercial medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles beginning with model 
year 2014, with the aim of issuing a 
final rule by July 30, 2011. 

 
2. Light Duty Vehicles 2017 – 2025 – 

Builds on the earlier clean cars 
regulations, and will provide greater 
certainty and incentives for long-term 
innovation by automobile and light-
duty vehicle manufacturers. 

 
3. Tier 3 – Review current non-

greenhouse gas emissions 
regulations for new motor vehicles. 

 Advance Technology and 
Infrastructure – Directed DOE to 
promote the deployment of 
advanced technology vehicles by 
providing technical assistance to 
cities preparing for deployment of 
electric vehicles, including plug-



in hybrids and all electric 
vehicles 

 Develop voluntary standards to 
facilitate the robust deployment 
of advanced vehicle technologies 
and coordinate its efforts with the 
Department of Transportation, the 
NHTSA, and the EPA. 

What can we accomplish? 
 
Results of a “snapshot” analysis based on 
currently available technology: 

• 2030 GHG Reductions – estimated  
– 600 million - 1 billion metric tons per 

year 
– Equivalent to 120-200 million cars’ 

emissions 
• 2030 Oil Savings – estimated  

– 4-7 million barrels per day 
– ⅓ to ½ current oil imports 

 
• Total potential reductions: 25-40% GHG 

and Oil 
 

Conclusion 
 



I know I’ve covered a lot of policies, 
regulations, numbers and dates over the 
past 10 or 15 minutes. 
 
I also talked about the importance of making 
policy and regulatory connections to our 
economy, our climate and the environment. 
 
Let me wrap up with where I think these 
steps can lead us. 
 
Since this is the 25 by 25 summit, let’s look 
ahead and see what it could be like in 2025 
for the average homeowner and commuter – 
if we’re successful in making all the right 
connections. 
 
What kind of car do they drive in 2025? 
 
Maybe it’s a hybrid electric/flex-fuel plug-in. 
 
Right now, it has E-85 in its tank – just in 
case the batteries run low.  The E-85 is from 
a cellulosic ethanol plant. 
 
Let’s say the plant itself runs on renewable 
energy, or maybe it was built with a carbon 
capture and storage system. 



 
The E-85 got to the fueling station first by 
rail, and then by a tanker truck that ran on 
bio-diesel. 
 
The advanced technology vehicle our 
commuter is driving has a full charge.  The 
garage where the car charges up is in an 
energy-efficient home.   
 
The energy efficient home is connected to a 
high-efficiency power transmission grid to a 
combination of wind and solar power – or 
maybe an advanced coal plant with carbon 
capture and storage capability.  
 
Can we get to a zero-emissions by 2025? 
 
I think there’s a good chance – if we can 
connect all the good work going on in clean 
and renewable energy with all the good work 
happening with energy efficiency. 
 
Just 10 years ago, many in this country were 
writing off diesel because it was too dirty, 
but now we have 90 percent cleaner diesel 
engines rolling off assembly lines. 
 



Forty years ago, the Clean Air Act was 
passed, and there were those who said we 
couldn’t remove lead from gas.   
 
But by the 80’s lead was phased out, and 
today our children are much healthier for it. 
 
To get where we need to go, we need to 
promote, allow and trust in technology and 
innovation. 
 
Clearly, rural America and the agricultural 
community will play a huge role – and benefit 
enormously from our success. 
 
Thanks very much.  I’d be happy to take a 
few questions. 
 
 
 
 
   


