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Good afternoon. I’m pleased to welcome you to this year’s National 25x25 Renewable 

Energy Summit. We’re pleased to be hosting this year’s event, and I want to offer my 

thanks to the Nebraska Soybean Board and the Nebraska Soybean Association, as well as 

the Union Pacific and Farm Credit Services of America for helping sponsor this summit. 

 

I also want to extend a special welcome to those of you who’ve joined us from other 

states. We’re happy to have you here in Nebraska. 

 

* * * 

 

In the last few years, 28 governors and hundreds of state, local and national organizations 

have all embraced the 25x25 concept. We’re here today because we believe in the 

opportunity for a quarter of our nation’s energy to come from renewable resources by the 

year 2025.  

 

It’s an aggressive goal, and the question now is how to achieve it? 

 

Our challenge is to outline the next steps. Working in our favor is the fact that the 25x25 

initiative encourages diversity in energy production. It allows states and communities to 

pursue the path that makes the most sense for producers and local economies. 

 

The result will be a renewable energy portfolio that encourages innovation and new 

research, that strengthens communities by creating new investment and new jobs for local 

residents, and that helps make America more energy independent and more energy secure 

by relying on the energy grown and produced here at home, rather than overseas. 

 

All across the country, states are leading the way in the renewable energy movement by 

putting materials available in their own backyards to work. 

 

This year, through the National Governors Association, my colleagues and I are focusing 

on ways we can encourage investments in cleaner, more independent sources of energy. 

Regardless of where you’re from; your state is likely to be engaged in discussions that 

will result in new policies and new investments to encourage growth in this sector like 

never before. Later this year, the National Governors Association will issue a paper 

outlining a strategy states can use as they determine their next steps. 

 

My colleagues and I are also working through our regional alliances to address the issues 

of renewable energy production and the infrastructure needed to support it. 
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With regard to bio-based fuels: there is a need to better connect Midwestern consumers 

with the fuels grown and produced in our states. The Midwestern governors are working 

collectively to address that challenge.  

 

In the area of wind energy: Midwestern states are working to develop strategies for 

upgrading the electrical transmission infrastructure needed to ensure delivery of 

thousands of megawatts of wind-generated power by 2025. 

 

* * * 

 

Here in Nebraska, our opportunities to develop renewable energy sources are tied to our 

strong agriculture industry. There are new opportunities for agriculture to play a larger 

role in the development of renewable energy. 

 

While ethanol is perhaps our state’s most successful value-added ag product, Nebraska’s 

renewable energy sector is expanding to include construction of methane digesters that 

produce electricity while also greatly reducing odors from livestock waste, opportunities 

to harness wind power, and research that will help make ethanol produced from native 

grasses and other sources commercially-viable in the years ahead.  

 

* * * 

 

Our hope for future success comes from a strong track record in the biofuels arena. 

 

For more than 30 years, corn and soybean producers have demonstrated that the 

agriculture industry can help reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign oil through the 

development of ethanol and biodiesel. 

 

We are leaders in this field, because of the early efforts of leaders at both the state and 

local level.  Nebraska was the first state in the nation to create a state entity devoted 

solely to the development of the ethanol industry. Our Ethanol Board was formed in 1971 

and in 1992 our state Legislature created an ethanol production incentive for Nebraska, 

which has resulted in dramatic investment and growth in our ethanol industry.  

 

The result is that today Nebraska is home to 20 ethanol plants, with more on the way. 

 

Nebraska is ideally positioned for future, additional growth in the ethanol industry 

because of the resources we have here in our state, including: water, corn, livestock and 

the transportation infrastructure – via both rail and truck. This combination of resources 

has helped fuel the recent expansion in ethanol plant construction. 

 

The result is that Nebraska is now the nation’s number two producer of ethanol; with a 

production capacity of more than 1.3 billion gallons a year. 
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We expect demand for ethanol to continue, thanks in part to the recently increased federal 

Renewable Fuels Standard, which calls for 36 billion gallons of renewable fuels to be 

produced annually by 2022, with 40 percent of that coming from corn-based ethanol. 

 

Nebraska’s success in producing ethanol from corn gives us the experience to continue 

refining this model, and make it more productive – particularly for those who raise 

livestock. Nearly 55 percent of all Nebraska farms have livestock or poultry operations, 

so there is a ready market for the co-products of corn-based ethanol here in Nebraska. 

 

Our partners in the academic and research community have been helpful too. Research 

helped establish industry standards for using dried distillers grains at cattle feedlots. We 

have found ways to incorporate distiller’s grains into the diets of dairy cows, pork and 

poultry and develop best practices for storing co-products so they can be used at small 

feed yards. This research ensures that other segments of our agriculture industry will 

benefit from ethanol produced in Nebraska. 

 

The partnerships between researchers and our commodity groups have been vital to 

supporting this work. The Nebraska Ethanol Board, the Nebraska Corn Board, the 

Nebraska Soybean Board and other commodity groups are among those recognizing the 

potential these projects hold for producers and have helped fund research at the 

University of Nebraska. The Ethanol Board is pursuing another venture aimed at training 

the workforce needed to operate ethanol plants. They enlisted the aid of Northeast 

Community College, which received a federal grant to create an education curriculum to 

prepare workers for careers in this high-tech field. 

 

Our status as a leader in ethanol production presents an opportunity to explore the 

potential for making other products on-site, such as plastics, and finding ways to further 

reduce the water used to operate ethanol plants. 

 

* * * 

 

The desire to pursue production of renewable fuels might have taken root in the corn-

producing states of the Midwest, but today it is part of the vision for America’s future. 

Communities from coast to coast can benefit from ethanol, and that is why I contend that 

ethanol is no longer simply an alternative fuel. 

 

It is widely accepted in the American marketplace, and our challenge now is to set new 

goals that build on what we’ve already achieved. 

 

* * * 

 

For many states, cellulosic ethanol represents an exciting opportunity as the next 

generation renewable fuel.  

 

Here again, Nebraska is home to researchers who are helping lead the way as the nation 

works to make this biomass-based fuel commercially viable. University of Nebraska 
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researchers recently released the results from a five-year study of switchgrass grown 

specifically to be used in biofuels. Their results indicate that switchgrass is capable of 

producing at least five times the energy needed to grow, harvest and process it into 

cellulosic ethanol.  

 

Our state is also home to a research facility that opened last fall to test new equipment, 

production methods and various materials needed to break down biomass products and 

process them into cellulosic ethanol. 

 

* * * 

 

Next, I want to focus on an industry still in the infant stage here in Nebraska, but it’s one 

that holds real promise. There are several projects testing the potential to develop energy 

from wind generation. During last year’s legislative session, we passed several bills that 

we expect to be significant in harnessing wind energy. 

 

Years from now, 2007 will likely be seen as the turning point for Nebraska in the attempt 

to encourage investments so wind energy projects could begin in earnest. 

 

Our 2007 tax relief package included tax exemptions for materials used in wind energy 

projects, and another bill authorized creation of Community-Based Energy Development 

(C-BED) projects to encourage electrical generation using community-owned wind 

turbines.  

 

This bill was key for Nebraska because public entities aren’t eligible for federal 

production incentives that encourage development of wind power. In a 100 percent 

public-power state; that meant opportunities to invest in wind projects were very limited  

 

The C-BED bill allows Nebraska’s public utilities to purchase electricity generated by 

privately-owned turbines, which do qualify for federal production tax credits. The ability 

to form community-based partnerships was a necessary step to encourage further 

development of wind projects in Nebraska. 

 

There are several wind projects already up and running; the most significant of which are 

a seven-turbine wind farm in western Nebraska, and a 36-turbine farm owned by the 

Nebraska Public Power District that shares the energy produced with several utility 

groups, including the Omaha Public Power District. Because of the success of this 

project, NPPD is increasing their stake in wind power and they have set a goal of having 

10 percent of their energy come from renewable resources by the year 2020.  

 

* * * 

 

These projects, combined with conservation practices such as no-till farming and natural 

wind breaks planted along fields and farms are all ways Nebraska is helping to reduce 

America’s carbon footprint.  
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Because of our success and the dynamic partnerships that exist between researchers here 

in Nebraska, the private sector, our agriculture industry and public entities, I feel 

confident that Nebraska is poised for substantial development in the renewable energy 

industry in the years ahead. Whether it’s opportunities to further develop ethanol, 

biodiesel or wind power production capacity, I am committed to ensuring that we explore 

new possibilities for Nebraska to lead the way in renewable fuel and energy production. 

 

* * * 

 

The 25x25 initiative is important because it sets the bar higher than many of us would 

have dreamed a decade or two ago. It has already united a vast network of stakeholders, 

and has the potential to inspire new levels of innovation, research and investment in 

renewable energy. Those investments are already taking place in Nebraska. 

 

States are willing to be the laboratories that test new ideas and help push the envelope 

when it comes to meeting the 25x25 goal. I want to encourage those of you here today to 

engage your state leaders in the discussions and ideas presented as part of this summit, 

with the hope that new partnerships might be formed that help increase our stake in 

renewable energy. 

 

Finally, I want to thank each of you for all that you do to help our nation develop the 

renewable resources that will fuel America’s continued growth and development. We 

have a great opportunity to move forward, and I know that our future is very bright 

because of the talent and determination of professionals like you. Thank you. 


