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The NEVC and our 

partners have been 

doing E85 long before 

“E85 was cool”



Major 
Partners



NEVC Efforts to Promote E85

• Our only ethanol effort is to advance the use of 85% 

ethanol and other HLBE as a form of alternative 

transportation fuel.

• NEVC engaged in this effort since 1996.

• Only ethanol group solely established with the goal 

of promoting high level blends of ethanol.

• National Technical Experts-literally and figuratively 

“wrote the book” on E85!



NEVC Efforts

• Support entrepreneurs that have an interest in the 

sale of “transportation fuels” and not just 

“hydrocarbons”

• Provide technical and tax support, i.e. UL issues, 

tank lining materials, blender pumps.

• Support incentives to assist with offsetting the cost 

of new or converted equipment.

• Support modification of franchise laws so that any 

vendor may now choose to sell an alternative fuel.-

approved Energy Independence and Security Act of 

2007.



There’s no reason the automotive 

industry can’t go to 100 percent 

E85 vehicles, and the world we 

love doesn’t have to change.  It 

requires the least change in 

consumer behavior.

General Motors Vice Chairman Bob Lutz

Source:  Automotive News, January 21, 2008



Annual U.S. Gasoline Demand

Source:  US Dept. of Energy



AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER 

FUEL RECOMMENDATIONS 

MODEL YEAR 2006



Gasoline/Oxygenate Blends 

Some fuel suppliers blend unleaded gasoline with oxygenates such as 10% 

ethanol, MTBE, and ETBE. Oxygenates are required in some areas of the 

country during the winter months to reduce carbon monoxide emissions. Fuels 

blended with these oxygenates may be used in your vehicle. 

Chrysler

Ford endorses the use of reformulated “cleaner-burning” gasolines to 

improve air quality. 

Ford

Gasolines containing oxygenates, such as ethers and ethanol, and 

reformulated gasolines may be available in your area. General Motors 

recommends the use of such gasolines if they comply with the 

specifications described earlier. However, E85 (85% ethanol) and other 

fuels containing more than 10% ethanol must not be used in vehicles 

not designed for those fuels. 

General Motors



Oxygenates In Gasoline 

Toyota allows the use of oxygenate blended gasoline where the oxygenate 

content is up to 10% ethanol or 15% MTBE. If you use gasohol in your Toyota, 

be sure that it has an octane rating no lower than 87. 

Toyota



"To put E20 in the fleet that's out there is going 

to corrode every non-ethanol fueling system," 

Lutz told the Detroit Free Press in an interview. 

"We absolutely guarantee the destruction of the 

engine and the fuel injection system if we go the 

E20 route. It will not work.“

Robert Lutz, Vice-Chairman, General Motors

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nclr.org/images/SCG/ALMA%2520Awards/GM%2520Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ebloggy.com/blog.php%3Fusername%3DTerrybrown%26id%3D1%26start%3D60&h=119&w=119&sz=13&tbnid=Cdo1dn3K9pIJ:&tbnh=119&tbnw=119&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=2


Limit of ethanol use in 

existing vehicle fleet at 10% 

blends is 14 billion gallons,

Actual practicable use may 

be in the 11 to 12 billion 

gallon range

High level blends of ethanol 

MUST take on a greater role 

in the use of ethanol in 

general.  This will be through 

the use of higher level blends 

in “legacy vehicles” or use of 

higher level blends in FFVs. 

11.5 Billion 

gallons

14 Billion 

gallons





Minimal use levels as established by Energy Bill-Note that within 36 to 

42 months, national production of ethanol may exceed the use 

currently allowed in the “legacy vehicles”.  



NEVC Policy Statement:

The square peg in the round hole is not E20 or otherwise 

“forcing, by political or other means” that the automakers 

embrace high level blends of ethanol in legacy vehicles.

Concerns with long term “drivability and motorists 

satisfaction

Concerns with long term “drivability

Concerns with emissions and catalytic control system/pcm 

integrity

Quickly increase FFV production and use of high level 

blends in such “Approved Applications”



Flexible Fuel System

E85 Range:  250-340 miles

Gasoline Range:  340-470 miles

A mileage reduction will be experienced with E85 
compared to gasoline

There is a 

difference between 

and FFV and a 

vehicle designed to 

operate on 10% 

ethanol.  NEVC is 

working closely with 

EPA, DOT, DOE to 

analyze the issues 

and determine what 

is the maximum 

level of ethanol that 

can be operated in 

the 240 million 

“legacy vehicles.”



From 272 Luminas produced in 1992



To the 6 million FFVs on the roads today!



Automakers Responding

w/increased FFV Production

• Detroit automakers have produced more 
than 6 million FFVs.

• This production is a result of incentives 
that were provided in 1988, re-newed in 
2005 and extended in 2007.

• There is a cost to produce a flexible fuel 
vehicle.

• Automakers produce vehicles to enhance 
shareholder value.



President Bush and Big Three

CEO’s Monday, March 26, 2007



Automakers Responding
• Automakers have pledged to “double” 

production of FFVs by 2010.

• Further pledged to produce 50% of all 
vehicles as FFVs by 2012…..”if infrastructure 
develops to fuel vehicles”.

• No value to production of FFVs if 
infrastructure does not follow.

• Energy Bill provides incentives to continue to 
build more and more FFVs.

• Oil Companies may have to install E85 
stations when FFVs reach 15% of total fleet 
in area.



Average U.S. Total average Premium gasoline sales in comparison to average 

Minnesota E85 sales.  

Source:  EIA, National Petroleum News, MN Dept. of Commerce, NREL.

Sales of E85 in comparison to Premium UL



Average U.S. Total average Premium gasoline 

sales in comparison to average Minnesota E85 

sales.

Source:  EIA, National Petroleum News, MN Dept. of Commerce, NREL.

As importantly, through the 

efforts of the NEVC, the 

Energy Independence and 

Security Act of 2007 allows a 

franchisee the ability to 

remove one grade of gasoline 

and sell renewable-alternative 

fuels.

This so called “three fuel” 

provision of franchise 

agreements has been a 

significant hurdle to retailers 

that wished to replace 

Premium or Mid-grade with 

E85.



Every Site in the nation has 

been supported in some 

fashion by the National 

Ethanol Vehicle Coalition via 

technical assistance, 

financial support, logos, 

imaging. 

Update:  

LA, AR, AL, NY, NJ, CT, 

have all recently added 

E85 fueling 

sites

States with E85 fueling sites in Yellow



York State - Albany



•E85 Vehicles have had many success in past 14 years 
yet there remain a large number of obstacles to 
overcome from:

*Oil industry *Automakers

*Consumers *Congress

•E85 is not the “silver bullet” for the next generation 
of automotive technology, but can be a major factor 
in promoting domestic energy security, economic 
development, and environmental stewardship.

Conclusions:



Biofuel Pump of 
the future

Site located in 
Santa Fee, New 

Mexico

Supported by 
the NEVC



Conclusion:

• In order for E85 or any form of 
transportation fuel to be successful, 
(other than mandated utilization)

– it MUST be priced competitively with other 
fuels; 

– it MUST provide a new profit center for the 
retailer; 

– it MUST be convenient for the driver;

– Consumers MUST be educated and the fuel 
promoted/advanced!



The E85 Opportunity

• op·por·tu·ni·ty

– ŏp'ər-tōō'nĭ-tē, pl. op·por·tu·ni·ties

– A favorable or advantageous circumstance 

or combination of circumstances. 

– A favorable or suitable occasion or time.

• A chance for progress or advancement. 



The Bottled Water - E85 

Opportunity



FFVs are the answer to the square 

peg in the round hole



Thank You

Visit us on the Web

www.E85Fuel.com


