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Dr. Steven Chu 

Steve Chu is a Nobel laureate and the 

director of the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory where he has worked 
to meet the challenge of a growing 
demand for energy. Chu co-chairs a 90-
member, international InterAcademy 
Council (IAC) study, "Lighting the way: 

Toward a Sustainable Energy Future; Transitioning to 
Sustainable Energy." He is also Professor of Physics and 

Professor of Molecular and Cell Biology at the University 
of California, Berkeley. Chu shared the 1997 Nobel Prize 
in Physics for the development of methods to cool and trap 
atoms with laser light. Dr. Chu was instrumental in 
initiating a $500-million research effort to develop new 
sources of energy and reduce the impact of energy 
consumption on the environment, undertaken jointly by the 
Berkeley Lab, UC Berkeley and the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. The funding, which comes from global 
energy firm BP, created the Energy Biosciences Institute, 
which initially is focusing its research on biotechnology 
that will turn plants and plant materials into transportation 
fuels. Chu has held numerous visiting lectureships that 
include Harvard University, Oxford and Cambridge. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), the 
American Philosophical Society and the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, along with several foreign 
science academies. He serves on the Boards of the Hewlett 
Foundation, the University of Rochester, and NVIDIA. He 
has served on a number of committees, and is author or co-
author of more than 200 articles and professional papers. 
Chu earned an A.B. in mathematics and a B.S. in physics 
from the University of Rochester, a Ph.D in physics from 
UC Berkeley, and ten honorary degrees. He maintains a 
vigorous research program and directly supervises a team 

of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. 
 

 
Dr. Lowell Catlett  

Dr. Lowell Catlett, a Regents professor at 
New Mexico State University, is an 
exciting futurist whose knowledge of 
technologies and their implications on the 
way we live and work is addressed in his 
varied and upbeat presentations made 
across the United States and 

internationally. He is a consultant to the U.S. Departments 
of Agriculture, the Interior, Defense and Labor, and has 

served as a consultant to many Fortune 500 companies. 
Lowell was raised on a farm and ranch in the panhandle of 
Texas, and worked his way through West Texas State 
University as a Pinkerton detective. He received his BS 
from WTSU and his MS from New Mexico State. He 

received his doctorate in Economics from Iowa State 
University, and has twice received the Don C. Roush 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. He is also a recipient of 
the prestigious Burlington Foundation Faculty 
Achievement Award for Outstanding University Teaching. 
In 1994 he was one of two Western Regional recipients of 
the National Association of State Universities and Land 
Grant Colleges "Excellence in College and University 

Teaching in the Food and Agricultural Sciences Award." 
Lowell recently received the College of Agriculture and 
Home Economics Advisor of the Year as well as Teacher 
of the Year at New Mexico State University.  
 

 

The Hon. Dave Heineman  
Dave Heineman was sworn-in as 
Nebraska’s 39th Governor on in January 

21, 2005, when former Gov. Mike 
Johanns became the Secretary of 
Agriculture. Heineman was elected to his 
first full term in November, 2006 by the 
largest margin in recent history. Prior to 

becoming Governor, he served more than three years as 
Lieutenant Governor and nearly seven years as State 
Treasurer. A native Nebraskan, Heineman graduated from 
the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1970 

and served five years in the U.S. Army, rising to the rank of 
captain. He is also a graduate of the Army's Airborne and 
Ranger Schools. The governor previously served as Chief 
of Staff for former Congressman Hal Daub and the 
Fremont Area Office Manager for former Congressman 
Doug Bereuter. Heineman served on the Fremont City 
Council from 1990–1994.  
Gov. Heineman is the 2007 Chair of the Governors' 

Ethanol Coalition. The Coalition was formed by Nebraska's 
then-governor, Ben Nelson, in 1991. There are currently 36 
states, plus international representatives from Brazil, 
Canada, Mexico, Queensland, Australia, Sweden and 
Thailand, that comprise the Governors' Ethanol Coalition. 
Gov. Heineman endorsed the 25x'25 Vision in March 2006. 
In his letter of support, Heineman said, “Ensuring that 25 
percent of our nation’s energy production comes from 

renewable sources by the year 2025 will require increased 
diversity and investments in industries responsible for 
energy produced from clean, renewable and agriculture-
based resources. As a leading agriculture state, Nebraska is 

positioned to become a major contributor in this national 
endeavor.” 
 

 
Charles Zimmerman 

Charles Zimmerman is the Vice President 

of Prototype & New Format 
Development for Wal-Mart Stores Inc., 
the world's largest retailer. In his 
position, he leads company's "Sustainable 
Buildings Network," which, among other 
things, is charged with increasing the 
overall energy efficiency of new and 

existing buildings by 20-30 percent. Prior to his current 

role, Zimmerman worked in the International Division for 
Wal-Mart Stores as Director of Design and Construction. 
Zimmerman has worked for Wal-Mart since 1997. 
Previously, he worked in both the consulting industry as 
well as for the Texas State Department of Highways. 
Zimmerman is a graduate of the University of Arkansas, a 
registered professional engineer and a member of the 
Arkansas Academy of Civil Engineers. He has testified 

before Congress regarding energy efficiency matters and 
was recently appointed to the advisory board for the 
California Energy Efficiency Center at UC-Davis. 
 

 

The Hon. Charlie Stenholm 
Former Texas Congressman Charlie 
Stenholm is a senior policy advisory with 

the Washington, DC-based law firm, 
Olsson Frank, P.C. Stenholm, a Democrat, 
was a member of the Agriculture 
Committee throughout his 26-year House 
career, serving as the committee’s ranking 
Democrat for the last eight years. He 

earned a reputation for building bipartisan alliances in areas 
as diverse as agriculture, resource conservation, food 
safety, Social Security, energy, health care and the budget. 

Mr. Stenholm was co-chair of the Blue Dog Coalition, a 
influential group of centrist Democrats. He also served on 
the Public Pension Reform Caucus, the Sound Dollar 
Caucus and the U.S.-Mexico Business Caucus. Born in 
Jones County, Tex., Stenholm earned his B.S degree from 
Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, in 1961; and his 
master's degree, also from Texas Tech, the following year. 
He has been a farmer; teacher and a business executive. He 

was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 
1972, and was elected in 1978 to the 96th and twelve 
succeeding Congresses. 
 



Jean-Mari Peltier 
Jean-Mari Peltier serves as the president 
and CEO of the National Council of 
Farmer Cooperatives (NCFC), the national 
organization dedicated to representing and 
protecting the interests of farmer 

cooperatives and their farmer, rancher and 
grower members. Prior to joining NCFC, 

Peltier served in the Bush administration as the Counselor 
for Agriculture Policy to the EPA Administrator. A native 
Californian and graduate of Fresno State University, she 
has held a number of executive positions in the California 
agricultural industry, including president of the California 
Citrus Quality Council, executive director of the California 
Pear Advisory Board, president of California Pear Growers 

(a bargaining cooperative), and director of public and 
government relations for the California Grape and Tree 
Fruit League. She also worked in state government, serving 
as chief deputy director of Department of Pesticide 
Regulation for the California EPA, senior policy specialist 
for the California State World Trade Commission under 
Governor George Deukmejian, and as a Legislative 
Assistant for Congressman Tony Coelho of California. 

Peltier currently serves on the USDA Agricultural Policy 
Advisory Committee for Trade as well as the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and 
Economics Advisory Board. She is past Chairman of the 
Board of ACDI/VOCA (Agricultural Cooperative 
Development International). 

 

 
Doug Berven 

Doug Berven is Director of Corporate 
Affairs for POET LLC, a biofuels company 

with a network of 22 plants in six states, 
producing more than one billion gallons of 
ethanol annually, as well as a leading brand 
of premium dried distillers grains.  Prior to 
joining POET in March 2003, Berven held 

various roles in banking, real estate development and 
medical consulting. He served as Director of Business 
Development with POET for over four years and as 

Director of Corporate Affairs, he serves on several POET 
Boards. Berven is actively engaged in the development of 
new business ventures, licensing opportunities, and 
corporate relations for POET domestically and 
internationally. He's a graduate of Augustana College in 
Sioux Falls, SD with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration. 
 

 

Tom Christensen 
Tom Christensen is the Manager of 
Transmission Rates for Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative. He has 25 years 
experience in the electric utility industry 
and has spent 23 of those years with Basin 

Electric on both the generation and 
transmission sides of the organization. He 

formerly was a transmission studies engineer for Iowa 
Power & Light, Des Moines, IA. Christensen previously 
served as Basin Electric's power supply development 
coordinator. He has worked with generation production 
costing models for operational studies as well as resource 
expansion studies. He also has extensive transmission study 
experience in operational analysis, voltage collapse studies, 

and system expansion using power flow and stability 
models. His current responsibility is transmission rate 
design and rate policy for Basin Electric. Christensen 
earned a bachelor's degree in Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering from North Dakota State University, has taken 
graduate courses in power systems from Iowa State 
University, and obtained a Master's in Business 
Administration from the University of North Dakota. Basin 

Electric is a regional wholesale electric generation and 
transmission cooperative, headquartered in Bismarck, ND. 
Consumer-owned and controlled, Basin Electric serves 125 
member systems that provide power and services to 2.5 
million consumers in nine states. 

 
 
Reid Detchon 

Reid Detchon is Executive Director of 
Energy and Climate at the United Nations 
Foundation. He is also the Executive 
Director of the Energy Future Coalition, a 
broad-based non-partisan public policy 
initiative supported by the UN 
Foundation that seeks to bring about 

change in U.S. energy policy to address three critical 
challenges related to the production and use of energy: the 
political and economic security threat posed by the world’s 
dependence on oil; the risk to the global environment from 
climate change; and the lack of access of the world’s poor 
to the modern energy services they need for economic 
advancement. From June, 1999 through December, 2001 
Detchon served as Director of Special Projects in 

Washington for the Turner Foundation, managing a 
portfolio of major grants aimed at increasing the 
effectiveness of environmental advocacy and encouraging 
federal action to avert global climate change. Previously he 
spent six years at Podesta Associates, a government 

relations and public affairs firm in Washington, D.C., 
where he was a principal. From 1989 to 1993, Detchon 
served as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Conservation and Renewable Energy at the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Previously he was principal 

speechwriter for Vice President George H. W. Bush. 
Detchon worked for five years in the U.S. Senate, advising 
Senator John Danforth of Missouri on energy and 
environmental issues and serving as his legislative director. 
He was a reporter for the Columbia (Mo.) Daily Tribune 
from 1974 to 1980. He is a graduate of Yale University and 

lives in Bethesda, Maryland. 

 

 

R. Neal Elliott III 
Neal Elliott has been the Industrial and 
Agricultural Program Director with the 
American Council for an Energy-

Efficient Economy (ACEEE) since 
joining the nonprofit organization 
dedicated to advancing energy efficient 

technologies and policies in 1993. Elliott is an 
internationally recognized expert and author on energy 
efficiency in manufacturing and agriculture, industrial 
energy efficiency programs, motor systems, combined heat 
and power, analysis of energy efficiency and energy 

markets, and a frequent speaker at domestic and 
international conferences. He has been a leader in the 
development of policies and initiatives to promote 
Combined Heat and Power, energy-efficient motors and 
energy efficiency in agriculture. Elliott also serves in an 
advisory capacity to industry, government, utilities, 
regulators and advocates on energy markets, energy policy 
and industrial program design. Prior to joining ACEEE, 

Elliott worked at the North Carolina Alternative Energy 
Corp where he was a leader of efforts on industrial and 
agricultural policy issues. He received B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in Mechanical Engineering from North Carolina 
State University. He was a Dean's Fellow and received a 
Ph.D. from Duke University for work in the area of Solid 
Fuel Combustion. Elliot is a registered Professional 
Engineer in North Carolina, holds six patents in the areas of 

thermal storage and heat exchanger design, and is a 
member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



The Hon. Mike Fahey 
Mike Fahey is the 49th Mayor of Omaha, 

having been first sworn in June, 2001. 
Although Fahey has always been active in 
Omaha politics and community affairs, 
running for mayor was his first time as a 
political candidate. In 1978, Fahey started 
a small title insurance business, American 

Land Title Company. He sold the company in 1990, but 
remained as CEO and helped guide the growth and 
direction of the title company to become one of the nation's 
largest before retiring in 1997. Creating a company and 
running a small business gave him invaluable experience, 
and, as a business executive, he managed large budgets, 
met payroll, and created hundreds of jobs. Throughout the 
years, Fahey served in a variety of community leadership 

positions including the boards of Holy Name Housing, The 
American Red Cross Heartland Chapter, and Creighton 
Prep High School. From 1981 through 1990, Fahey served 
on the Omaha Planning Board, including a number of years 
as chairman. Fahey is a 1973 graduate of Creighton 
University and is the father of four grown children. 

 

 

Terry Francl 
Terry Francl is the senior economist with 
the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
where his areas of specialty are markets 

and finance. He is also a commodity 
specialist for crops. Francl is editor of the 
Economic Analysis Team Market Update 
and also follows developments in energy 
and several environmental areas. He is a 

Nebraska native with Agriculture Economic degrees from 
the University of Nebraska (B.S.) and Washington State 
University (M.S.), and is a graduate of the Illinois Banking 

School at Southern Illinois University. Francl worked in the 
farm cooperative, banking and futures commodity 
brokerage arena for 20 years prior to joining the American 
Farm Bureau in 1987. He owns an irrigated corn and 
soybean farm in central Nebraska. Francl has also been 
active in a number of professional associations and 
community organizations, and was an elected School Board 
Trustee for 15 years. He has received a number of 

recognitions, including the Outstanding School Board 
President in the state of Illinois and the AGR Brothers of 
the Century Award. 
 

 

 
 

Paul Hammes 
Paul Hammes is Vice President and General Manager for 
Agricultural Products in the Marketing & Sales Department 
at Union Pacific Railroad in Omaha. Agricultural Products, 
one of the six major commodity groups, includes grain, 
grain products (including biofuels), beverages, sweeteners 

and food. These represent approximately $2.4 billion in 
annual revenue and nearly 900,000 carloads to the 
combined UP-SP system. Hammes' biofuels-related 
oversight includes enhancing direct access to major 
consumption markets, investing in infrastructure near major 
production facilities, and developing transportation 
solutions to maximize customer participation in the 
biofuels market. Hammes joined Union Pacific in 2003 as 
Assistant Vice President Grain and Grain Products. He is a 

graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he 
acquired his bachelor's degree in Agricultural Economics. 
Prior to joining Union Pacific, Hammes was Assistant Vice 
President for Cargill, Inc. in their North American Grain 
and Oilseed business unit, serving in various trading, asset 
management and transportation roles. He has served as 
chair of the National Grain and Feed Association's 
Shipper/Receiver Committee, and is a member of the of the 

National Grain Car Council, a Trustee of the Farm 
Foundation Board, and a TEGMA board member.  
 

 

Dr. Lonnie Ingram 
Dr. Lonnie Ingram is a Distinguished 
Professor and Director, Florida Center for 
Renewable Chemicals and Fuels, in the 

University of Florida Department of 
Microbiology and Cell Science. His 
research focuses on the genetic 
engineering of novel bacterial 
biocatalysts for the conversion of certain 

biomass into ethanol fuels and other fermentation products 
which can replace imported petroleum. His work involves 
cloning and moving genes between bacteria to add new and 

useful traits to ethanol producing organisms, the design of 
novel engineering processes for the production of ethanol 
(and other chemicals), nutritional investigations, and the 
identification of genes which contribute to ethanol 
tolerance. He obtained his Ph.D in Botany from the 
University of Texas at Austin in 1971 and did postdoctoral 
work at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 1972. He holds 
several ethanol-production-related patents and has been an 

American Academy of Microbiology fellow; chairman of 
the Fermentation and Biotechnology Division of the 
American Society of Microbiology; a Society of Industrial 
Microbiology fellow; and a member of  U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences. 

Melinda Kimble 
Melinda Kimble is Senior Vice President 
of the UN Foundation, overseeing 
program areas concerning health, 
population, the environment, and peace/ 
human rights. She joined the foundation 

in May 2000. Previously, she served as a 
State Department Foreign Service 
Officer, attaining the rank of Minister-

Counselor. She served in policy-level positions in the 
Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs, overseeing 
multilateral development issues and debt policy; in the 
Bureau of Oceans, International Environment and 
Scientific Affairs (OES), leading environmental 
negotiations (e.g, Climate Change Conference, Kyoto, 

Japan, 1997). Her assignments abroad include Cote 
d’Ivoire, Egypt and Tunisia. She speaks French and Arabic 
and holds two masters degrees, one in economics from the 
University of Denver, and an MPA from Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Government. 
 

 

Bob Kremer 
Bob Kremer is chairman of the Nebraska State 25x'25 
Alliance and an avid proponent of the 25x'25 vision. A 
former member of the Nebraska legislature and chairman of 
the Agriculture Committee, Kremer led efforts that resulted 
in the legislature's early adoption of the 25x'25 Resolution, 
in 2006. He lives in Aurora, NE and has been active in 
production agriculture and cattle feeding his entire life. He 
has served at the local, state and national levels with the 

National Corn Growers Association, Nebraska Cattlemen 
and Farm Bureau organizations. He has served on the 
District 4-R Board of Education for 16 years and been 
active with the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, Ag Builders 
of Nebraska and the Rotary Group Study Exchange team to 
Chile. Kremer has also been a member of the Nebraska 
Energy Cooperative board, the University of Nebraska 
Extension Board, and served as a 4-H Club Leader. He has 

received numerous leadership recognition awards from 
Farm Bureau, Nebraska Cattlemen and the Nebraska Corn 
Growers Association, and was elected into the Nebraska 
Hall of Agricultural Achievement. In 1998 he was elected 
to the Nebraska Legislature representing District 34, 
serving the eight years that state-imposed term limits allow. 
In addition to the Agriculture Committee, he also served on 
the Natural Resource Committee, which oversees 

environmental and renewable energy issues; and the 
Banking and Insurance Committee. Kremer is a graduate of 
Aurora High School and Northwestern College in 
Minneapolis, M N.He and his wife, Beverly, have four 
grown children and 18 grandchildren. 



Phillip J. Lampert 
Phil Lampert is the Executive 
Director of the National Ethanol 
Vehicle Coalition (NEVC), the 
primary national advocacy group 
supporting the development of 85 

percent ethanol as a form of 
alternative transportation fuel. The 

NEVC is comprised of the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition, 
the National Corn Growers Association, state corn growers 
associations, DaimlerChrysler, Ford Motor Company, 
General Motors, and ethanol producers and distributors. 
The NEVC supports the production of ethanol from both 
agricultural commodities and biomass. Prior to joining the 
NEVC in 1993, Lampert served as the Deputy Director of 

the Missouri Department of Natural Resources’ Division of 
Energy and also represented then-Gov. John Ashcroft on 
the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition. Lampert is a frequent 
participant on federal agency panels and hearings dealing 
with energy and environmental issues, and promotes the 
use of E85 across the nation. He holds an undergraduate 
degree from Southwest Missouri State University and a 
graduate degree in Public Administration from the 

University of Missouri. Lampert and his family reside in 
the Ozark hills of central Missouri. 
 

 

Howard A. Learner 
Howard Learner is the President and Executive Director of 
the Environmental Law and Policy Center. An experienced 
attorney, Learner is responsible for the overall strategic 

policy direction, development and leadership of the ELPC, 
a public interest organization. Before founding ELPC, he 
was the General Counsel of Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest, a public interest law center, 
specializing in complex civil litigation and policy 
development. Mr. Learner is an Adjunct Professor at 
Northwestern University Law School, teaching an 
advanced environmental law seminar. He received his law 

degree from Harvard Law School in 1980; and his B.A. in 
Political Science from the University of Michigan in 1976. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael McAdams 
Michael McAdams is the Executive 
Director of the Advanced Biofuels 
Coalition, an alliance of second-
generation biofuels companies that 
support national and state policies which 

are technology and feedstock neutral, 
and advocate subsidy parity across all 

biofuels. McAdams has spent a career in Washington, DC 
in both government and industry focused on energy and 
environmental policy. Currently the Director of 
Government Affairs for Hart Energy Publishing, he 
previously spent 14 years with BP in various capacities, 
including Vice President of Federal Affairs and the 
Environment, and Associate Group policy Advisor to the 

Chief Executive Officer. Prior to his stint with BP, 
McAdams worked on the staff of several Texas members of 
Congress, including a four-year assignment as Legislative 
Director with Rep. Ralph Hall. He has been involved in 
every major energy policy debate in Congress, going back 
to 1980. He holds a BA from Virginia Tech, and a JD from 
the Washington College of Law. 
 

 

Cam Metcalf 
Cam Metcalf has served as the Executive 
Director of Kentucky Pollution 
Prevention Center (KPPC) since 1995. A 
national leader in pollution prevention 
and energy efficiency technical 
assistance, training and applied research, 

Metcalf's career spans more than 24 
years. His experience in P2 evolution and 

sustainability also include tenures at the University of 
Tennessee's Center for Industrial Services, where he served 
as a Training Manager and Waste Reduction Engineer; the 
University of North Carolina-Asheville, where he was 
Director of both the Environmental Quality Institute and 
the Project FireHAT-Hazardous Awareness Teamwork; 

and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, where he 
worked as an Environmental and Physical Scientist. 
Metcalf earned a Master of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering & Environmental Science from the University 
of Oklahoma and has served on the Board of Directors for: 
the National Pollution Prevention Roundtable, the 
Kentuckiana Certified Hazardous Materials Managers 
Chapter (KCHMM), the Louisville Advanced Technology 

Council and the Kentucky International Environmental 
Trade Initiative. 
 

 

Allen Rider 
Allen Rider is a member of the National 
25x'25 Steering Committee. He is 
president of RGC, a privately held 
consulting firm that specializes in 
general management and product 

development assistance for companies. 
Prior to establishing the consulting firm, 

he retired from CNH where he had worked with the New 
Holland brand. During his tenure of nearly 25 years with 
New Holland, he served in a variety of management roles, 
including President of New Holland North America, Vice 
President of New Holland's North American Agricultural 
Business Unit; Vice President, Operations; Vice President 
for Haytools and Skid Steer Loaders Globally; and Vice 

President, Product Engineering Worldwide. Prior to joining 
New Holland, Rider was on the faculty at the University of 
Nebraska and Oklahoma State University. He has been an 
active member and served in leadership roles of several 
professional and trade organizations. He has degrees in 
Agricultural Engineering from Colorado State University 
and the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 
 

 

Susan Williams Sloan 
Susan Williams Sloan is a communications 
specialist with the American Wind Energy 
Association. She joined AWEA’s 
communications team in September, 2005 
and coordinates Wind Energy Works!, 
(http://www.windenergyworks.org/) an 

alliance of groups that aim to engage the 
public debate over wind energy development and 
counteract the spread of misinformation by wind energy 
opponents. Susan also serves on the steering committee for 
NREL’s Wind Powering America program. Prior to joining 
AWEA, Sloan spent more than three years at Virtus 
Energy, a renewable energy consulting firm, where she 
coordinated activities for The Wind Coalition, a regional 

wind advocacy group working in Texas and the Southwest 
Power Pool states. Before joining Virtus, she worked for 
public officials at the Texas Capitol, and has also 
represented cable and broadcast media interests at the local, 
state and federal levels. In the mid-90's, Sloan spent four 
years in Hong Kong handling corporate communications 
for New T&T telecommunications and then STAR-TV, the 
Asian satellite television arm of the News Corporation. She 

earned her B.A. at Austin College in Sherman, Texas. 
 

 
 



Roland F. (Rollie) Smith 
Rollie Smith is the Chair of the San 
Joaquin Valley Clean Energy 
Organization, a non-profit established 
through the California Partnership for the 
San Joaquin Valley. He is the Field Office 

Director for the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
in Fresno, California, covering the eight 

counties of the San Joaquin Valley. He also serves as the 
Coordinator for the Federal Interagency Task Force for the 
Economic Development of the Central San Joaquin Valley 
established by Executive Order of President Clinton and 
renewed and amended by President Bush. Smith has a 
background in urban community organizing, social agency 

leadership, teaching, and urban planning. He was executive 
director of Catholic Charities, Hawaii Community Services 
Council and Cleveland Neighborhood Centers Association, 
and is a professional organizer trained through the Saul 
Alinsky Industrial Areas Foundation. He came to public 
service and HUD through the Community Builder 
fellowship program in 1997. Smith received a bachelor's 
degree in classical literature from Loyola University in 

Chicago, a master's degree in philosophy from Loyola, a 
master's in theology from Jesuit Theological School, and a 
master's in social ethics from the University of Chicago. He 
has taught at San Jose State University; Loyola University, 
Chicago; University of Hawaii; and Case Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland. 
 

 

Read Smith 
Read Smith is a co-chair of the National 
25x'25 Steering Committee. Along with 
his wife Deanna and son Jeremy, he 
operates a 10,000-acre diversified grain 
and livestock operation in Whitman 
County, Washington. His operation is 
fully direct-seeded and intensively 

managed for wildlife in a coordinated 
resource management plan. Smith and his farming 
operation have been recognized nationally by the National 
Association of Wheat Growers, the National Endowment 
for Soil and Water Conservation, and Farm Futures 
magazine for their conservation systems implementation 
and management. He also serves as co-chair of Washington 
State’s "Farming and the Environment," an alliance of 

production agriculture and Washington’s environmental 
community together finding ways to make agriculture 
profitable and sustainable. A 1969 graduate of Washington 
State University with a BS degree in Agriculture, Smith has 
also been a Conservation District official since 1974, 

serving as president of the Washington Association of 
Conservation Districts and president of the National 
Association of Conservation Districts from 2001 to 2003. 
He has also served on the Washington Conservation 
Commission and the Washington Ecological Commission, 

among other state and national commissions, and was 
recently named to the USDA/EPA Biomass Research and 
Development Technical Advisory Committee. 
 

 

Bryce J. Stokes 
Dr. Bryce Stokes is the National 
Program Leader for Forest Operations 

Research as part of the Resource Use 
Sciences Staff in the USDA Forest 
Service's Research and Development 
Washington Office. He oversees forest 
operations research and shares oversight 

in biomass/bioenergy research programs and the Agenda 
2020 Sustainable Forestry industrial research partnership. 
Stokes also had research and development and interagency 

leadership roles in carbon sequestration and climate change 
for five years. He serves in a support role for the USDA 
Energy Council and is Past Chair of the USDA Biobased 
Products and Bioenergy Coordination Council, and the 
Federal Working Group on Woody Biomass Utilization. 
Stokes is active in the Council on Forest Engineering, 
Forest Products Society, and the American Society of 
Agricultural and Biological Engineers. He serves as a U.S. 

representative to International Energy Agency tasks on 
conventional forestry and short-rotation crops for energy. 
Stokes received his BS and MS degrees from Mississippi 
State University in Engineering, and his PhD from Auburn 
University in Forestry. He worked as a Forest Engineer for 
Weyerhaeuser Company prior to joining the Forest Service 
in Auburn, AL as a Research Engineer. He later served as 
Project Leader for the Engineering Unit at Auburn. His 20 

years of research has focused on harvesting machine and 
system design and management; biomass recovery and 
utilization; reducing forest operations environmental 
impacts; and, specialty systems for pine thinning and wet 
area harvesting. He has published more than 140 scientific 
and technical papers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Wolf 
 

Jay Wolf is the Immediate Past 
President of the Nebraska Cattlemen, 
representing 3,000 ranchers and feeders, 
and also serves on the board of the 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. 
A third-generation cattleman from 
Albion, NE, Wolf and his family own 
the Wagonhammer Cattle Co., a ranch 

located in the eastern Sandhills, near Bartlett NE. The 
2,000-cow operation raises purebred Angus seed stock, 
club calves and commercial cattle. Wagonhammer also 
owns and operates a 5,400-head feedyard near Albion. 
Wolf graduated from the University of Nebraska with a BS 

in Agriculture in 1980. After spending four years as a 
banker in Denver, he returned home to manage the family 
business. Jay and his wife, Susie, have been married for 24 
years and have three children. 

 
 

Fred Yoder 
Fred Yoder is a former president of the 
National Corn Growers Association, 
which represents more than 300,000 U.S. 
corn farmers. A fourth generation farmer 
who has lived and farmed near Plain City, 
OH for over 35 years, along with his wife 

Debbie and his two children he grows 
corn, soybeans, and wheat on his farm of 1500 acres. He 
also has operated a retail farm seed business for over 28 
years. Yoder served as Chairman of the NCGA’s Biotech 
Working Group, which helped to develop protocols to 
ensure that new emerging technologies could be used safely 
on the farm while protecting other existing crop systems. 
And he recently served as Chairman of the NCGA Future 

Structure of Agriculture Implementation Task Force, which 
was tasked with planning the implementation of practical 
changes in today’s agriculture structure in order to be able 
to compete in the 21st century, including farmer-owned 
value-added business structures, rural development, and tax 
changes needed to compete globally as well as locally. 
Yoder is still involved with NCGA in developing proposals 
for the upcoming farm bill and working on WTO trade 

issues. He also serves as the association's national 
representative for the 25x’25 Initiative, serving on the 
25x'25 carbon and sustainability working groups. Yoder 
also served for many years in the Ohio Corn Growers 
Association in various leadership positions. 
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